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President’s Letter
re·sil·i en·c y | \ ri-’zil-yan(t)-sē \
an ability to recover from or adjust
to adversity or change; toughness.
ver the past year, I have witnessed
countless examples of the resiliency
of people and communities across our
great nation. Like the rest of the country, our
Stony Lake community has demonstrated its
resilience in its own unique way. As you read this
year’s Newzletter, you will see that we “adjusted
to adversity” with the same resolve that has
come to characterize the Stony Lake Property
Owners Association and our members. Though
we didn’t have a Stony Lake Sparkler in 2020,
we were still able to help Oceana County
families in need with a financial contribution
to the Crystal Valley Care fund, thanks to both
our Sparkler sponsors and SLPOA members.
While we missed out on ice cream and cake
on July 4th, we didn’t miss an opportunity to
raise spirits around the lake with one of the best
boat parades that I can ever remember. Thank
you to Neal Miedema and Dan Brouwer for
continuing our traditions of summer sailboat
races and the July 4th fishing tournament. And
I am sure that the association’s founders were
all smiles as they looked down on us having
our socially distanced annual meeting on the
baseball diamond at the park.
Still, we have to be resilient a little
longer. As I write the president’s letter we are
in the middle of a surge of infections due to
coronavirus variants. Whether the surge will
become a fourth wave is uncertain, but in that
uncertainty the association has had to make
the tough decision to cancel some of our 2021
events. As tough as the decision was to cancel
events last year, I think the decision to cancel
the same events again this year was even harder.
But as we showed last summer, we are
strong. We will make the most of every day
with our lake friends and neighbors. We will
remember those who are no longer with us and
enjoy memories of how much they loved Stony
Lake. We will enjoy sunsets at the oval and
making s’mores around the campfire. We will
watch the beauty of sailboats as they race on
the lake. We will enjoy the smiles of the young
and the young-at-heart as they show off their
catches. And, we will again see Stony Lake’s
creative side when the 2021 boat parade makes
it way around the lake.
We’ve got this.
- Jeff Larmore, SLPOA President
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We are Strong on Fun at Stony Lake!
Though we may not be able to share a meal,
or even ice cream, as an association, we can
have a lot of fun together out on the water.
Start thinking now about joining the annual
4th of July Weekend activities.
Early risers will want to consider getting
out on the water for the annual Fishing
Tournament, returning again this year on
July 3 thanks to coordinator Dan Brouwer.
Adults and Kids 12 and under compete
separately, with prizes awarded in the kids
division for first, second and third places.
The tournament runs from 6-11 a.m., check
in your catch at Dan’s dock, fifth cottage
down the private lane from the swimming
beach. A current Michigan fishing license is
required and will be checked. Winning fish
will be based on weight. All fish in the Adult
category must be Legal Game Fish! All adults
will only be allowed one rod! (Example:
Trolling with 3 rods per person gives an
unfair advantage from those casting from
boat or docks!) Contact Dan at dbrouw@aol.
com with any questions.
The Annual Stony Lake Boat Parade,
a tradition on our lake for more than three
decades, has made a big comeback in the last
few years, so let’s keep this up and continue
this winning streak.
Boats gather at Green Point Saturday,
July 3 for 1:30 start, and proceed around
the lake counterclockwise, following Parade
Chairs Jeff Larmore & Matt Ferguson. Online
voting info will be distributed before and
during the parade. Trophies will be awarded
for First, Second and Third place at the

Annual Meeting on August 7 (details on time
and place TBA). All voting must be completed
by midnight July 3, and the winners will be
posted on FB on Sunday, July 4.
Any theme is great for decorating your
boat -- last year’s winner featured masked
tubing floats, a hit with the crowd (see photos
inside). Music, movies, patriotic celebrations,
inside jokes, or just a bunch of kids making
noise -- all perfect for the day.
There was great participation last
summer in the Stony Lake Sailboat Races,
also a tradition on the lake and for even
longer than the boat parade (since 1966).
Thanks to Neal Miedema, race organizer, we
had a great display of lovely sailboats on many
sunny weekends. This year he’s planning the
following races.
SAILBOAT RACING 2021 (Saturdays,
unless otherwise indicated): June 26; July
4 (Sunday); July 17 & 31; August 14 & 28;
September 5 (Sunday).
Races begin at 2:00 from the Miedema
Cottage, the 15th house from the Township
Park (Square Dock) on the northwest corner
of the lake. Beginning direction will be into
the wind, usually counter-clockwise. Races
are usually a long course, one lap, when there
is strong wind, and a short course, two laps,
in light wind. There are three classes of boats:
single sail, double sail and catamarans.
Horns will sound warnings before the
start, and to indicate each class start. For more
information, contact Neal at neal_miedema@
hotmail.com.
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We Had Fun on the Lake in 2020!

Jeff Larmore, President (2021)
Dale Burmeister, Vice President (2021)
Kate Johnson, Treasurer (2021)
Neal Miedema, Secretary (2021)
Ellen Jonker, Trustee (2021)
Maribeth Sala-Geitzen, Trustee (2021)
Libby Brouwer, Trustee (2022)
Ruth Fleming, Trustee (2022)
Vicki Nyenhuis, Trustee (2022)
Sharon Zoller, Trustee (2022)
Kimberly Patton, Trustee (2023)
Jeff Nussdorfer, Trustee (2023)
Sally Malnor, Sparkler Race Director
Please see website for contact info on trustees.
A Resource Guidebook for
Stony Lake Homeowners can be found at
www.stonylakepropertyowners.com/
docs/2015StonyLakeHomeownersGuide.pdf

THE SLPOA WANTS YOU!

Would you be interested in joining
the SLPOA Board?
Or serving on a volunteer committee?

First place went to the Anderson Family for their delightful take on pandemic safety.
Despite the need to keep our distance, Stony Lake neighbors managed to make the annual 4th of
July Boat Parade one of the best ever. A burst of creativity and hard work resulted in 14 decorated
boats circling the lake, with 98 votes cast online. As with many things in this time of adaptation, the
online voting worked great and seemed a little more fair, so it looks like that will continue even after
we are able to go back to gathering for ice cream. Looking forward to that day!
Unless otherwise noted, all photos by Matt Ferguson, who continues to lend his professional skills
to make our memories of summer fun last all year ‘round.

Contact Dale Burmeister at
dburmeister@harveykruse.com
for more information.

It’s fun! Really!
WHAT’S w i t h t h e NEWZ?
We pay tribute with our “newzletter”
name to Swift Lathers who published
the Mears Newz from 1914–1970. The
“world’s smallest newspaper” was printed
in Mears, Michigan, but had subscribers
nationwide. Copies are available at the
Oceana Historical Park Museum Complex
in Mears, which includes his home office.

Second place honors went to the Beattie family for their float, Barn in the USA.

Send comments about and information
for the “Newzletter” to Julie Stivers,
jlcstivers@gmail.com.
Newzletter production:
Julie Stivers, editor
Sally Malnor, Sparkler Section Coordinator
Mary Lulich, Pixel Grafix Studio,
production & printing
Stony Lake Newzletter Issue #10
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Awards were given in a safe way at our socially distanced Annual Meeting!
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The Speck Family placed in the top three again this year with their patriotic water skiers.
Their trophy arrived special delivery at their cottage. Photo by John Stivers.

Jack Malloy took top honors with an 18.5 inch, 2.6 lb.
smallmouth bass in the 13 and over division,
shown here with tournament organizer Dan Brouwer.

Corbin Jonker took top honors in the kids division with a nice-sized Bluegill.
Fishing photos by Libby Brouwer.

Will we need to have our Annual Meeting this year on August 7 at the Ball Field? We’ll see.
Decisions will be made after we see how things go this summer. Photo and quip by Matt Ferguson.
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PLATINUM SPONSORS

B&J

AUTO REPAIR
AND

TRANSMISSIONS

GOLD SPONSORS
Our hopes to sparkle in 2021 instead
became hopes for community health and
safety. It is always difficult to make the
decision to not hold an event everyone
holds dear. However, with numbers
increasing in Michigan we feel it was the
right decision.
Our Sponsors are still at the forefront
of our minds! Thank you to all that have
supported this event during the Covid
years. As of this publishing, we will be
donating $8,830.83 this year to Crystal
Valley Care Fund!

ROOFING

SIDING

WINDOWS

DECKING

EST. 1894

We help financial
advisors better
serve their clients.

chevrolet

SaleS - Service
4748 1st Street, New Era, MI 49446
231-861-2525 • 1-800-861-3325

Serving West Michigan
Since 1937

www.meyerschevrolet.com

Visit formulafolios.com to learn more about how
we’re changing the financial services industry.

Sally and Mark Myers

Timothy J. Hayes
ATTORNEY AT LAW

SILVER SPONSORS

Our volunteers are on hold for another
year but they still volunteered!! Thank you
to: Amy and Tom Beattie, Libby Brouwer,
Chris Kok, T.O., Maribeth Sala-Geitzen,
Cherie Schierbeek, Terry and Mike
Spellman, Kathy Sullivan and Anita Yoder.

Where Banking is Still a People Business

CONSTRUCTION
Concrete Electric Heating & Cooling Pole Buildings

LAWNCARE

Gales Agency

Insurance
Investments

A Subsidiary of Shelby State Bank

Whitehall
Pet Practice PC

luxury portable restrooms

Sparkle on and on until JULY 3, 2022!
--Sally Malnor, Race Director

Universal Electronics
Shelby, Michigan

HOMETOWN
®
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BARB GLASHOUWER

BRENDA BOUWMAN

Libby and Dan Brouwer, Sally and John Malnor, Deb and Jim Mitteer, Julie and John Stivers,
Kathy Sullivan and Bob Bauer, Kate Van Bokkelen, Sally and Joe Van Bokkelen, The Voges Family
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Newz From Around the Lake
A Clean Beach is
a Happy Beach

Joe Jonseck puts final touches on the Stony Lake
Oval Beach Cleaning Box.
Beachgoers at the Stony Lake Oval might
have noticed a new feature installed last summer.
A group of civic-minded folks decided that in
order to keep the beach a little tidier, a cleanup
box housing supplies to encourage volunteer
litter pickup would be a good idea. Trashbags and
ties, gloves and other items are stored there, also
donated by volunteers (feel free to stock the box if
you have some extras). Many thanks to those who
made this community project happen: Concept:
Suzie Mikkelson; Project Manager/Installation:
Joe Jonseck; Construction/Materials: Greg
Schierbeek; Post/Concrete: Stony Lake Depot.
That’s the Stony Lake Spirit!

In Memorium
Sad news surrounded us this past year,
including the deaths of several old and new
neighbors on the lake.
John Sears, a resident of Lansing, was only
41 years old when he was killed in February in a
motorcycle accident in Mexico. Although he was
part of the Stony Lake scene only briefly, he was
well known as a generous friend and neighbor.
Longtime Stony Laker and part of a family
deeply involved in lake activities for generations,
Fred Larmore of Indianapolis was 78 when he died
this past February. Our condolences to SLPOA
President Jeff Larmore and his family.
Robert Bruce Birkett of Chicago also was a
member of a long-time Stony Lake family, perhaps
best known for the Stony Lake Cutlery store and
the recent restoration of the historic log cabin on
Stony Lake Rd. He also died this past February, at
the age of 72.
The Speck family have only been Stony Lake
cottagers for a few years, but everyone knows
their creative and intricate 4th of July Boat Parade
entries. It was very sad to hear of the death of
Kevin’s dad, Timothy Speck, age 68, of Grand
Rapids, in March.
Obituaries for all of these neighbors are
available online by searching their names and
home cities.


Keeping Our Lake Healthy

Activities through the Michigan Lake &
Stream Association’s Cooperative Lake Monitoring
Program were suspended this past summer because
of Covid restrictions. Volunteer John Stivers
will be back out on the lake this summer, taking
measurements and samples with the assistance
of a new volunteer! Thank you Matt Ferguson!
Thanks to volunteers over the years, we have data
collected all the way back to 2004, which enables
scientists to evaluate the aging process of our lake
and make informed decisions about the best way to
treat it. A summary of this data can be found in the
Homeowners Guide on the SLPOA website, under
the tab Stony Lake Links.
In 2010 the Stony Lake Improvement Board
was established, and a professional engineering
company engaged to also collect data and manage
annual harvesting of plant overgrowth. We are now
in the last year of our second five-year plan. Dave
Zoller, chair of the board, has reported that a new
contractor will be doing the harvesting this summer.
The board plans to set up a public hearing in May to
determine lake interest in continuing the process
for another five years. The date will be announced in
an email and on Facebook, and on the SLPOA sign
next to the store, as soon as possible.

Worried About Wake Boats?

Well, turns out many lakefront property
owners across the state and beyond are too. The
University of Minnesota has launched a five-year
project at their St. Anthony Falls Laboratory to
study the impacts of boat-generated waves and
propeller wash on lake bottoms and shorelines.
The Michigan Lake & Streams Association has
voted to contribute significant funds to the project
on behalf of all inland lakes and waterways in
Michigan.
ML&SA also will be co-hosts of a Zoom
Webinar on June 16, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. to give an
overview of the preliminary results of the first year
of the three-year study. The public is welcome to
join. Link to more info and registration at https://
mymlsa.org/.

Thank You Volunteers

Although SLPOA activities have been
severely limited in these pandemic summers,
we still have volunteers to thank for continuing
to keep the spirit of neighbors going while we
weather this storm. Thank you to everyone who
works to keep our sociable little association
going. Please consider joining the association
to support the Board’s efforts, and Libby
Brouwer has promised that Stony Lake hats will
be available again this summer.

A Plea for Common
Sense Neighborliness

As we’ve seen over the past year, we can all choose
to be part of a problem or part of a solution when
facing adversities large and small. On our little lake,
we’ve had a spirit of cooperation and friendliness
over the years that our association tries hard to
preserve. All it takes is a few moments of thought
about whether our activities are affecting our
neighbors. Being careful about boat wakes, yielding
to smaller and non-powered boats, and following
the regular conventions of lake use will help keep
our water activities amenable. On shore, awareness
of noise and disturbance is very important to those
who are seeking a quiet respite at their summer
retreat. Fun can be boisterous, but please keep an
eye on the clock! And, with the popularity of solar
lighting, it’s becoming apparent that we need to
think more carefully about preserving our lovely
dark nights on the lake. If you are not at the cottage,
please think about turning off your outdoor lights.
And be careful about how lights are aimed. Here’s
a graphic that illustrates some suggestions. Your
neighbors across the lake will thank you!
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8050 W. Stonycroft
Shelby, MI 49455

JOIN YOUR
NEIGHBORS TODAY –
SUPPORT THE SLPOA

You can pay by PayPal on our website,
www.stonylakepropertyowners.com.
Note: We are mailing this newsletter only
to neighbors who have paid their SLPOA
dues for the past two years. Thank you
for supporting the Stony Lake Property

Owners Association. KEEP IN TOUCH!
Visit our web page, find us on Facebook, or
e-mail stonylakepropertyowners@gmail.
com.

STONY LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

qC
 heck here if this is a renewal membership and your information has NOT
changed.
Name:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Newzletter Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Detach this form and
send with $25.00 dues to:

Ruth Fleming,
Membership Chair
2700 S. 64th Ave.
Shelby, MI 49455
6
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Phone #:
Email:

_____________________________________

Other Phone #:__________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to SLPOA.
q Check here if you’d like to volunteer for SLPOA
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